[A retrospective assessment of 19 subjects compensated for the inhalation of aluminum powders (item 48, D.P.R. 482/75)].
A study was made of 19 male subjects, mean age 54.7, S.D. 7.5 years, exposed to risk of aluminium dust inhalation for 16, S.D. 9.7 years, awarded compensation by the local provincial branch of INAIL (National Institute for Insurance against Occupational Accidents) in the period 1975-1988, as prescribed by item 48 of Presidential Decree 482/1975. The workers were divided into two groups on the basis of radiological signs of lung fibrosis (3 1/1 cases and 7 1/0 cases according to the ILO classification) or of COPD (Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease) (9 cases). Careful examination of the work histories confirmed the previous observations of aluminium pneumoconiosis with moderate functional alterations in alumina production, potroom and casting workers.